
Guided Reading
• Four Blocks Literacy Framework



Guided Specific Resources 



Daily Emergent Interventions

-Shared Reading
-Predictable Chart Writing
-Alphabet & Phonological Awareness 
-Independent Writing with access to 
full alphabet
-Self-Directed Reading 
-Symbol-based Communication (with 
few exceptions) 

Daily Conventional 
Interventions

-Guided Reading (Anchor-Read-Apply)
-Word Study (Key Words + Making 

Words)
-Writing
-Self-Directed Reading 
-Communication with symbols + spelling

No Yes

Does the student:
Know most of the letters most of the time?
Engage actively during shared reading?

Have a means of communication and interaction?
Understand that writing involves letters and words?



Does Your Classroom have 
ALL Students who are 

Emergent or Conventional?

Combine the Emergent and 
Conventional Interventions
•Shared Reading AND Guided Reading 
•Alphabet & Phonological Awareness During 
Word Wall & Making Words
•Predictable Chart Writing (Share the Pencil)
•Writing Instruction (Conventional Only)
•Self-directed Reading 
•Independent Writing

Use the list of Emergent 
OR Conventional 

Interventions

No Yes



Guided & Shared Reading

• 5 Day Process 
• Both Guided and Shared Reading read the 

same text over multiple days for a different 
purpose or interaction

• Guided is for conventional students only
• To maximize thinking

• Shared is for emergent students but 
conventional students can participate 

• To maximize interactions 
• If you have a mixed class do both! 



Guided Reading Goals 

• Teach comprehension skills and strategies 
• Teach children how to read different types of 

literature
• Develop background knowledge, oral language 

and meaning vocabulary
• Provide as much instructional-level reading as 

possible
• Maintain the self-confidence and motivation of 

struggling readers 



Guided Reading Structure

• Before-Reading Phase
• During-Reading Phase
• After-Reading Phase 

• Anchor
• Read
• Apply 



Guided Reading: Anchor Read Apply 

• Anchor (before)
• Build or activate background knowledge
• Anchor the concept you are reading for 
• Set a clear purpose for reading/listening

• Read (during)
• Reading/listening for bulk of time (minimal 

talking during text reading) 
• Apply (after)

• Complete a task directly related to purpose
• Follow up and feed back



Before Reading Phase 

• Building and accessing prior knowledge 
• Making connections to personal experiences
• Developing vocabulary essential for 

comprehension
• Taking a “picture walk”
• Making predictions 
• Starting a graphic organizer, KWL or Anchor Chart 
• Anchor the concept you are reading for 
• Setting a purpose for their reading 



Skills for Anchor Read Apply 

• Follow the standards or your district Essential 
Learning Outcomes/Power Standards

• Pace yourself and formatively assess …. Reading 
for the same thing gets us no forward movement 

• Anchor ideas:   Anchor Charts (google it), video 
on topic, practice in classroom, complete smart 
board activity, graphic organizers, Reading A-Z 
Packs



During Reading Phase 

• Same book read multiple times over a week
• Best practice is reading 1x/day for 5 days in a row
• MAKE IT FUN
• While we are reading today we are going to _____ read:

• Choral (everyone reads)
• Echo (I read then you all echo it back to me)
• Scream
• Whisper
• Vocabulary STOP! (follow along and scream at me to stop at the 

vocabulary word)
• Teacher read 
• Computer read 
• Partner (turn taking) 
• Silent Reading 
• Pointer 



After Reading Phase 

• Discussing the text/literature
• Connecting new knowledge to what they knew 

before
• Following up on predictions 
• Acting out the story
• Discussing what they have learning and how they 

are becoming better readers by using their 
strategies 

• Completing the graphic organizer or KWL chart 



Planning Structures 

• Single scripts in ARA 
format 

• Plan of 
comprehension 
skills introduced 

• Weekly Grid of 
Scripts related to 
books

• Monthly formative 
process  



Guided Reading: Directed Reading-
Thinking Activity (DR-TA) (Stauffer, 1969)

• Students look at title or pictures and 
PREDICT story. 

• Students READ to a predetermined 
stopping place.

• Students PROVE the accuracy of their 
predictions and modify or make new 
predictions.









Guided Reading: Directed Reading-
Thinking Activity (DR-TA)

• DR-TA What are your predictions?
• Share them with the group verbally
• Share them with the group with only a core 

board
• https://tarheelreader.org/2013/09/27/a-fairy-

tale-2/
• DR-TA Page 6 Let’s Check Your Predictions 

• Do you want to delete any predictions? Do you 
want to change a prediction? Do you want to 
make a new prediction? 

• DR-TA Did Your Predictions Match The Text? 

https://tarheelreader.org/2013/09/27/a-fairy-tale-2/


Questions About Guided Reading? 
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