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What is Augmentative and Alternative 
Communication (AAC)?

• AAC includes all forms of communication (other than 
oral speech) that are used to express thoughts, 
needs, wants, and ideas.
• Sign language, gestures, communication apps, 

communication books, picture symbols, speech 
generating devices, etc….

Presenter
Presentation Notes
AAC is an umbrella term used to encompass all types of communication modalities other than oral speech. These modalities are most often defined and described under 2 categories (high tech, low tech).



What are the different types of AAC?

• Low-tech AAC
• Picture boards, CORE boards, PECS books, 

communication strips, gestures, pointing, 
ASL

• Battery operated voice output systems
• Big Mack switch, Step-by-Step switch, GoTalk



What are the different types of AAC?

• High-tech AAC
• Speech Generating Devices (SGDs) / Voice 

Output Communication Aids (VOCAs)
• iPads (communication apps), Dynavox 

devices, Talk to Me Technologies 
devices, Prentke Romich devices 



Who requires AAC?

• Any student whose verbal speech and language 
is not functional for meeting their 
wants/needs
• Nonverbal, limited verbal, verbal but 

highly unintelligible
• ANY nonverbal student can learn to use and 

benefit from AAC
• There are NO prerequisites



Definitions for today

• AAC: using symbols to communicate

• Sign = sign

• Gestures = gestures

• Nonverbal or AAC user: nonverbal, limited 
verbal, verbal highly unintelligible, any person 
who may need, benefit from, or use AAC

Presenter
Presentation Notes
“All the things we can do to communicate without talking”



How do you decide what to use?!?!?

• How do we know what vocabulary to 
provide to someone who uses AAC??
• Your speech language pathologist can help!

• This is where core vocab is key.

• AAC for now and AAC for the future.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
When thinking about AAC systems…. Must consider a ROBUST vocabulary - with stuff they are interested in AND core vocabulary. This picture explains nicely why systems systems may look “overwhelming” or ilke there is “too much vocabulary” -- you need to be teaching words they know (core and also non-core), in addition to building for their future
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A quick poll

Show of hands!
• Who knows what core vocabulary is?
• Who uses core vocabulary?



Core vocabulary

• Small set of high-frequency words 
• Can be used across many contexts
• Flexible! 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
students who use AAC need access to vocabulary that will allow them to communicate for a variety of reasons, with a range of audiencesBecause core vocabulary words are used frequently and in a variety of contexts, students get repeated opportunities to practice what they are learning about vocabulary and language in real and meaningful communication exchanges. This is part of the power of core vocabulary.



85% of spoken language is 
made up of 250-300 words

Core vocabulary

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For our students who have challenges speaking and learning how to use AAC systems, this is good news. If we choose the correct vocabulary, students who use AAC can use this relatively small set of words to communicate many things across a variety of contexts.



What about other words?

• Not core vocabulary = fringe vocabulary
• Also important! But less high-frequency

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Video - great explanation (parent friendly!!) of why we want to be using core words and how flexible they are! Another note about core vocabulary - 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UG5JeH2H_OY
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UG5JeH2H_OY


Core vocabulary

• Build expressive AND receptive 
language skills

• Using core to communicate
• BUT still teaching fringe to build 

receptive knowledge

Presenter
Presentation Notes
So this is a little bit confusing … many of our students have a gap between their expressive/receptive language skills. Using Core will allow them to easily communicate about what they know - but they can still be taught the big words receptively! Just be okay with them using core to express their understanding. For example - a 4-year old learns the word metamorphosis in science class BUT they probably aren’t using it very often! They do know that metamorphosis means to change or MAKE + DIFFERENT which are core words that they could use expressively. We are teaching them the big word and concept, but are more concerned with knowing how they could use the flexible, high frequency words than the rarely used word, metamorphosis. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0-jL0wTJF2k
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0-jL0wTJF2k


Core vocabulary examples

• Can be low-tech or high-tech
• Personalized per student, or more 

general for teaching















Considerations for AAC/core systems

• Add a QWERTY keyboard to your core
• So if the word isn’t there you can type it!

• Customize by adding fringe to your core
• Academic specific (e.g. colors, shapes, 

animals), student specific (e.g. choices, 
family members)

• Don’t underestimate
• Always have a low-tech back up

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Add a keyboard to your core page! Student’s systems should have a keyboard on them alreadyDon’t underestimate your student’s level and start them on something too small! MAKE ONE OF OLIVIA’S FLIP BOOKS AS EXAMPLE



What did we choose and why?

• Project-core 36 location core board
• Evidence based

• They all are, but this one is well explained
• Pre-made materials
• Connected with four blocks
• Easy to use and implement

Presenter
Presentation Notes
You can check out DLMPD to see what vocab words and how they came up with them...If they don’t have one… project-core is a great place to startcore - how we choose what we chose - from 

http://www.project-core.com/


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Show some examples of what we’ve done - if we don’t have them… then share some examples of what we’ve done! 



Core and alternative access

• Project-core has examples for 
alternative access

• Including:
• 3D symbols for LIKE, NOT, and GO
• Symbols for low-vision
• 4-location boards for physical impairments

• In 2X2 and 1X4 layout
• Note - always have all words available, 

even if it’s across multiple pages!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Could make an eye gaze core vocabulary book - 4 corners and bind it together

http://www.project-core.com/
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Core vocabulary implementation

• Attribute meaning
• Encourage communication
• Worthwhile topic/context 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Students need instruction, modeling of the AAC system, and expansion of utterances in order to learn what words mean, where they are located, and how they can be used.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UZSwwbhyExE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UZSwwbhyExE


Core vocabulary implementation

• Teach using consistent core
• Model using the student’s system

• Well designed communication systems will 
have core vocabulary included

• Two main pieces
• Explicit instruction 
• Aided language stimulation

Presenter
Presentation Notes
To incorporate core - just choose one!! You can do whatever you want just choose it and start!! No symbol ever hurt anyone.Kayna will speak to teaching with core and explicit instruction - we have lots of pre-made lessons if anyone wants a starting place! In our district, slps run core vocabulary groups, and we are just starting to get to the point where more and more classroom teachers and case managers are also explicitly teaching core vocabulary and modeling vocabulary on the deviceI will talk more about modeling now….



Aided Language Stimulation

Simply, modeling language using symbols

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=flFNMky22-U
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=flFNMky22-U


Theory behind aided language 
stimulation

• Typically developing children learn by listening 
to spoken adult models

• Children who use AAC do not have models in 
their mode of communication

• AAC users lag behind typically developing 
children in language acquisition

• Input → Output
• MISMATCH







How-to

MODEL MODEL MODEL, TEACH TEACH TEACH

• You are not testing!
• Share information, make comments, ask 

questions, be social (greetings etc.)
• Can use a variety of different modalities

• Different symbols (PCS, SymbolStix, Unity)
• High-tech (iPad, dedicated device, different apps)
• Low-tech (book, PODD, sheets)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Spanish speaker analysisALSO should be modeling using what the child is using -ex… if child uses a switch you should be modeling with a switch. If child uses eye gaze you should be modeling using eye gaze. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kiqYapgu69g
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kiqYapgu69g


Examples of aided language stimulation

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Kayna will spend more time this afternoon describing how to incorporated aided language stimulation throughout your day

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-hdS8Va1sfg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-hdS8Va1sfg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SF98KYCYtEs
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SF98KYCYtEs


Let’s practice with Core!

• Choose a class
• Art, science, or gym

• As a group, we will come up with what 
you could model during your activity 
using core!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Need extra help?AssistiveWare Core Word Classroom

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IKLclFS8GDg
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IKLclFS8GDg


Presenter
Presentation Notes
Show some examples of what we’ve done - if we don’t have them… then share some examples of what we’ve done! 
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Summary

• Accept chaos
• It won’t always make sense 

• Attribute meaning
• Be flexible
• MODEL ALL DAY



Please remember

• You can suck at using AAC devices
• Anything you do, helps the student learn

• No symbol ever hurt someone
• Just start somewhere!



Resources/References

Pathways for Core First
• Designed for Snap + Core First page set 

from Tobii Dynavox
• BUT could be used with any core system

• “Build Skills” has pre-made core vocab 
lessons for the whole week

• “Goal Grid” can help you decide next 
target
• And goals correspond to lessons

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Print a book from the pathways app?? -- promise I’m not a dynavox rep! I just like this app!If time… download the pathways app and explore with a neighborFirst video with boy reading “GO” book is from pathways app

https://www.tobiidynavox.com/en-US/software/free-resources/pathways-for-core-first/
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6bRXHMAgF7E
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6bRXHMAgF7E


Resources/References

• PrAACtical AAC
• Strategies for Aided Language
• A Year of Core Words

• Project Core
• AssistiveWare Core Word Classroom
• DLMPD Professional Development Modules
• Pinterest

• “Core Vocabulary”
• “AAC Modeling”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Year of Core Words! Open it up and look at it if we can… will send out PPT slides with the items in it.

http://praacticalaac.org/
http://praacticalaac.org/praactical/aac-strategies-round-up-aided-language-input/
http://praacticalaac.org/tag/a-year-of-core-words/
http://www.project-core.com/
http://www.assistiveware.com/assistiveware-core-word-classroom
https://www.dlmpd.com/


Questions?

Mara Rogers, M.S., CCC-SLP

mrogers@916schools.org

651-415-5542



References

Communicare, LLC “AAC Implementation Reading a  Book with Symbols.” Online video clip. 
YouTube. YouTube, 21 Apr. 2015. Web. 5 March 2018. 

Iowa Department of Education. “Planning for Communication.” Online video clip. YouTube. 
YouTube, 16 June 2016. Web. 5 March 2018. 

Lcpsat “Aided Language Stimulation Explained.” Online video clip. YouTube. YouTube, 11 
Aug. 2015. Web. 5 March 2018. 

Lindy McDaniel “Using an Aided Language Support During Direct Instruction.” Online video 
clip. YouTube. YouTube, 30 Sept. 2014. Web. 5 March 2018. 

Lotsacomptons. “AAC Core Vocabulary: GO.” Online video clip. YouTube. YouTube, 14 Sept 
2017. Web. 5 March 2018. 

Rachel Madel SLP. “Build Sentences using Core Words.” Online video clip. YouTube. 
YouTube, 6 Dec 2017.. Web. 5 March 2018. 

Tobii Dynavox “Pathways for Core First Tour.” Online video clip. YouTube. YouTube, 8 June 
2017. Web. 5 March 2018. 


	AAC* & Core Vocabulary
	Schedule
	What is Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC)?
	What are the different types of AAC?
	What are the different types of AAC?
	Who requires AAC?
	Definitions for today
	How do you decide what to use?!?!?
	Schedule
	A quick poll
	Core vocabulary
	Core vocabulary
	What about other words?
	Core vocabulary
	Core vocabulary examples
	Slide Number 16
	Slide Number 17
	Slide Number 18
	Slide Number 19
	Slide Number 20
	Slide Number 21
	Considerations for AAC/core systems	
	What did we choose and why?
	Slide Number 24
	Core and alternative access
	Schedule
	Core vocabulary implementation	
	Core vocabulary implementation
	Aided Language Stimulation
	Theory behind aided language stimulation
	Slide Number 31
	Slide Number 32
	How-to
	Examples of aided language stimulation
	Let’s practice with Core!
	Slide Number 36
	Schedule
	Summary
	Please remember
	Resources/References	
	Resources/References
	Questions?
	References

